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POSITION STATEMENT:  DISCRIMINATION

The Geological Society of South Africa (GSSA) affirms its unwavering commitment to fostering an inclusive, respectful, and equitable environment within the geoscience community. As a professional body representing geologists across South Africa and beyond, we recognize that diversity of people, perspectives, and experiences strengthens both our science and our society.

Our Principles
Respect and dignity: Every individual has the right to participate in the geosciences free from discrimination, harassment, or prejudice.
Equity and inclusion: We actively promote opportunities for underrepresented groups, ensuring fair access to education, employment, and leadership within the profession.
Transformation: In alignment with South Africa’s broader societal goals, we support transformation in the geosciences to reflect the full diversity of our nation.
Scientific integrity: Discrimination undermines collaboration, innovation, and the pursuit of knowledge. We uphold ethical conduct as central to our mission.

Our Commitments
Zero tolerance: The GSSA does not tolerate discrimination based on race, gender, ethnicity, religion, disability, sexual orientation, age, or any other characteristic.
Safe spaces: We strive to create professional and academic environments where all members feel welcome, valued, and safe.
Education and awareness: We will continue to provide resources, training, and dialogue to challenge bias and promote inclusivity.
Accountability: We hold ourselves and our members responsible for upholding these values, with clear processes to address violations.

Our Vision
The GSSA envisions a geoscience community that reflects the richness of South Africa’s people and landscapes. By rejecting discrimination in all its forms, we strengthen our profession, contribute to national transformation, and ensure that geology remains a discipline where talent and integrity—not prejudice—define success.
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