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Geological Society of South Africa

ALEX DU TOIT MEMORIAL LECTURE SERIES
8-22 APRIL 2026

Associate Professor Robyn Pickering, University of Cape Town will be presenting the Alex du Toit
lecture series in 2026, with dates as per the included schedule. She will be the first female Alex Du Toit
lecturer since Edna Plumstead in 1969.

For the 2026 Alex Du Toit Memorial Lecture, Assoc. Prof. Pickering will speak on the geology, dating
and palaeoenvironments of human evolution in South Africa, how the uranium-lead technique has
provided the first direct chronology for the early hominin fossils in the Cradle of Humankind and how
her research group are actively building a detailed palaeoclimate record for this region from 1-3 million
years ago.

She will also talk about research into how early modern humans survived and even thrived in the now
arid southern Kalahari around a previously unrecognized palaeolake deposit. Finally, she will speak to
how the pioneering approach of Alex du Toit has inspired her approach to research, innovation and

capacity building within South African geosciences.
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