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Fellow Members,

To follow in the footsteps of someone who has led the GSSA successfully through one of the most

difficult periods in its 125-year life is very humbling.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank

Sifiso Siwela, as outgoing president, for his calm, composed leadership over the past two years.  I

would also like to acknowledge the work done by everyone on MANCO, Council and the

Executive/Administration in steering the GSSA through uncertain times as we transition to a

green(er) economy.

No-one really knows what to expect of a post-Covid world – all we know is that it will be quite

different from what has gone before.  We will face numerous challenges in terms of long-term

sustainability; in terms of a workable business model for hybrid meetings and how to hold safe and

fruitful networking events; in terms of what a geoscience professional (be it academic, industry or

government) profile will look like down the line; in terms of how to make graduates more

employable and deal with unrealistic expectations by both employers and graduates alike; in

terms of how to provide relevant member benefits and how to liaise with the various regulatory

authorities without politicising issues; and in terms of a great many more pertinent issues, some of

which we haven’t even thought of yet. 

What we do know is that technology will play an ever-increasing role in the minerals industry, and

we will need to drag ourselves, kicking and screaming, along with it.  “The illiterate of the 21st

century will not be those who cannot read or write; they will be those who cannot learn, unlearn,

and relearn” (Alvin Toffler, 1970).  It will never be business as usual anymore and we need to be at

the forefront of geoscientific professionalism and progress, using technology and social media to

provide the best offerings, services and benefits possible to our members, whichever field of

practice they represent.

As the GSSA strives to promote our greatest strengths and work on our limitations, we need your

input to help us to know how we can best serve you.  Please take the time to make yourselves

familiar with the services that we currently provide and avail yourselves of them.  We also need

you to engage with us and, in particular, we really need you to volunteer your time, experience

and talents in making the GSSA of greater relevance to you, the member.  

And so, as we sally forth into unchartered territory (sort of like a greenfields exploration

programme), I would like to assure you that the GSSA is very mindful of the many challenges

facing geoscientists, not only in South Africa, but regionally and even internationally.  I look

forward to the many different challenges ahead and hope to meet them as successfully as you

would expect.

Incoming GSSA President - Dr Tania Marshall
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https://www.sacnasp.org.za/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=10c6p8imnnh6b5t9ospshd2tfc%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Africa%2FJohannesburg
https://www.gssa.org.za/uploads/newsletters/Events/Digital_Sponsorship_Opportunities.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-KUo21b9xfN4pMlbKXoiPw
http://www.geoexplorestore.co.za/Portals/9/geo%20catalogue%20(2015).pdf
https://www.ucpafrica.com/product-info-and-presentations
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SAJG Special Issue: The De Wit Volume

The June issue of the SAJG (124-2) is a special issue published to

honour the many and varied contributions of the late Professor

Maarten de Wit to our understanding of the geology of the African

plate. The De Wit Volume contains 13 full-length manuscripts

related to the Kaapvaal Craton, the Central Sahara Shield in Chad,

the breakup of Rodinia, the Karoo Basin plus other research topics

in which Maarten was involved.

Manuscripts from the De Wit Volume are currently online at

GeoScienceWorld and the complete issue will go to press shortly. 

 
Members and Fellows who would like to order a hard copy of the special issue can do so

by sending an email to Steve McCourt at mccourts@ukzn.ac.za. 

The cost of a print copy will only be known when the print run is finalized but should be in

the region of R180-200. To ensure timeous delivery, dispatch of the special issue will be by

courier and this cost will be added to the invoice sent to you from the GSSA Office.

Note that delivery by courier requires a physical address (not a PO Box number) and a

contact number.

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Steve McCourt 

Professor Emeritus, UKZN, Durban South Africa | Managing Editor, SAJG

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/S3CSHVZ
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PROGRAMME

https://www.cognitoforms.com/GeologicalSocietyOfSouthAfrica/PreciousMetalsDay17August2021
https://www.gssa.org.za/uploads/newsletters/GSSADocuments/Precious_Metals_Programme_Updated_(002).pdf
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REGISTER AGENDACOURSE INFO

https://www.cognitoforms.com/GeologicalSocietyOfSouthAfrica/PracticalProjectManagementForExplorationGeologists31August3September2021
https://www.cognitoforms.com/GeologicalSocietyOfSouthAfrica/PracticalProjectManagementForExplorationGeologists31August3September2021
https://www.gssa.org.za/uploads/newsletters/Events/PM_Course_Agenda.pdf
https://www.gssa.org.za/uploads/newsletters/Events/Project_Management_for_Exploration_Geologists.pdf
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COURSE INFO

https://www.gssa.org.za/uploads/newsletters/Events/3D_GEOMODELLING.pdf
https://www.cognitoforms.com/GeologicalSocietyOfSouthAfrica/_3dgeologicalmodellingworkshop08october2021
https://www.gssa.org.za/uploads/newsletters/Events/3D_GEOMODELLING.pdf
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COURSE INFO

https://www.cognitoforms.com/GeologicalSocietyOfSouthAfrica/dataanalyticsandmachinelearningforgeoscientists190ctober2021
https://www.gssa.org.za/uploads/newsletters/GSSADocuments/Data_Analytics.pdf
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Membership queries

please email

info@gssa.org.za

Alette Baloyi, Nqobile Mashigo, Sinothando Sinaye Moerane

Adelaide Mokonyama, Lugile Prayer Nkuna, Colin Price-Smith

NEW MEMBERS 

Ratified by Council on 30 July 2021

NEW STUDENT MEMBERS 

Click here

Khumbu Dlamini, Joerg Feddersen, Katlego Langa, Raesetse Malatji

Musa Mhlanga, Frank Neumann, Thendo Razwimisani, Lynne Soulsby

Tobias Tonsing

http://www.gssa.org.za/GSSA/register.jsp
https://www.gssa.org.za/uploads/newsletters/GSSADocuments/Membership_Letter_to_Members_and_2021_Fee_Schedule.pdf
https://www.gssa.org.za/uploads/newsletters/GSSADocuments/Membership_Letter_to_Members_and_2021_Fee_Schedule.pdf
https://www.gssa.org.za/uploads/newsletters/GSSADocuments/Membership_Letter_to_Members_and_2021_Fee_Schedule.pdf
mailto:accounts@gssa.org.za
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http://www.colinriceexploration.co.za/drilling-skills-for-geologists
mailto:minsa@gssa.org.za
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https://www.gssa.org.za/uploads/newsletters/GSSADocuments/SAMCODES_July_2021.pdf
https://www.earthheritage.org.uk/
https://www.gssa.org.za/uploads/newsletters/GSSADocuments/SAEON.pdf



